Sir Savile, in response, said the fund with which he was connected had progressed from year to year, and up to the present year, when King George was graciously pleased to give his patronage to the fund, they had exceeded the amount ever contributed, compared with corresponding months of past years, by over ?3,000.
When the fund was first started it was said that it was not wanted, and that it would get in the way; but he had always believed in a central body, which would control the purse-strings to some extent. It enabled the very best advice to be procured, and everyone would agree that they had been very fortunate in the men they had obtained. A central fund could be of assistance in the collecting of useful information on points of common interest, and with regard to a central committee of inquiry. The inquiry, for instance, as to the relations between hospitals and medical schools had been a very useful one, and possibly there might be another into the abuse or nonabuse of the out-patient system. Although in the future expenses might be greater, and numerous as were the forms of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the time was a good one for appealing to the public, and if the action of the King in taking up the fund was brought home to the public of London at large more sympathy for the suffering poor and a greater desire to benefit them would be the result.
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